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QUICK FACTS: Ontario Food Insecurity 
             

 

 58% of Ontario food bank users do not rely on 
social assistance for their main source of income, 
illustrating widespread financial insecurity across 
the province. 

 375, 000 Ontarians visited a food bank each 
month in 2013. The number of monthly visits has 
yet to drop below pre-recession levels. 

 Ontario has the largest food insecure population 
in Canada with 571, 300 households experiencing 
food insecurity in 2012.  

 Post-secondary students and seniors are the 
fastest growing group of food bank users in 
Ontario. 

 Children are the largest group of food bank users, accounting for 35% of users in 
Ontario. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 2013 Ontario and Canada Hunger Counts 
             

 

 Maintain support for Canadians at risk of failing in the labour market 

 Act to ensure that Canadian jobs are good jobs 

 Invest in supportive, quality social assistance programs 

 Provide a food bank donation tax credit for farmers and food producers  

 Introduce a housing benefit for low-income tenants  

 Increase access to affordable and nutritious Food  
 

Scroll down to see a breakdown of how and if the provincial party 
platforms address these recommendations  



 
 
 

 

 
Emphasis on increasing minimum wage and creating quality jobs 
             

 

 After a freeze for four years, the Liberals raised the minimum wage by $0.75 
However, the new minimum wage at $11 is still 16% below the poverty line 

 Proposed Investment in education, a youth job strategy, and an “innovative 
business culture” are promising 
 

Demonstrated concern with environmental protection 
             

 

 Promotion of urban forestry by planting 1 million trees 

 Expansion of the Greenbelt and Ontario trails network 

 Protection of the Great Lakes 

 
Investment in quality social assistance programs 
             

 

 In 2013, Wynne increased asset limits for Ontario Works recipients from $606 to 
$2,500 for a single person and from $1,043 to $5,000 for a couple 

 Under Wynne, people on Ontario Works can now accept gifts of up to $6,000 and 
keep a vehicle worth more than $10,000 

 While the above are welcomed changes, the Ontario Works rate still sits too low 
at $626/month for a single individual 

 The Liberals have also committed to releasing a second Poverty Reduction 
Strategy within 60 days of office 
 

Agricultural benefits and subsidies 
    

 

 In 2013, Wynne’s government introduced Bill 36 – a tax credit for farmers who 
donate agricultural products to local food banks 

 Proposed creation of a “Farms Forever Program” to protect prime agricultural 

land close to urban centres  

 

Promotion of healthy living and lifestyles 
   

 

 Implementation of providing students, starting in elementary grades, with 60 
minutes of physical activity a day 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Emphasis on increasing minimum wage and creating quality jobs 
             

 

 1 Million Jobs platform advocates for good paying jobs that are steady and secure 

 However, there is no mention of increasing minimum wage  

 Bonus points for the plan’s mention of connecting  more disabled individuals with 
jobs 
 

Demonstrated concern with environmental protection 
             

 

 The platform has no mentions of environmental protection and criticises current 
subsidies given to renewable energy efforts 

 
Investment in quality social assistance programs 
             

 

 No mention is given to social assistance programs 

 While the PCs proposed plan to connect disabled people with jobs is promising, 
this falls in line with neoliberal labour market notions that only labouring citizens 
are of value 
 

Agricultural benefits and subsidies 
    

 

 The PC platform lists no actions that would benefit farmers or agriculture  

 Bonus points for emphasising the importance of rural and Northern jobs 
 

Promotion of healthy living and lifestyles 
   

 

 Advocating for increased physical activity of children and putting a greater 
emphasis on mental health initiatives is promising 

 
 

" Permanent reductions on taxes on job creators and on 
families mean permanent jobs. " 

 
Tim Hudak on cutting taxes (CBC, 2014) 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Emphasis on increasing minimum wage and creating quality jobs 
             

 

 Andrea Horwath has been vocal in the past with her desire to increase minimum 
to $12 by 2016 with annual increases to match the cost of living  

 

Demonstrated concern with environmental protection 
             

 

 Proposed Environmental Assessment of pipeline projects 

 Community assistance with creating bike networks 

 
Investment in quality social assistance programs 
             

 

 Expansion of dental benefits for children from low-income households 

 No further mention of social assistance programs  
 

Agricultural benefits and subsidies 
    

 

 No benefits, subsidies, or action plan listed for agriculture 
 

Promotion of healthy living and lifestyles 
   

 

 Provide investment for student nutrition programs so that “children begin with a 
healthy start” 

 
 

“ As for the $14 minimum wage, we introduced a $12 
minimum wage years ago, and the Liberals said no. And we 
always said that to increase the minimum wage you have to 

do it incrementally and not right this minute. ” 
 

Andrea Horwath on minimum wage (Now Magazine, 2014) 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Emphasis on increasing minimum wage and creating quality jobs 
             

 

 Focus on creating small business jobs by doubling the Employer Health Tax  
exemption for businesses with payrolls under $5 million 

 Instituting a Guaranteed Annual Income to address poverty  
 

Demonstrated concern with environmental protection 
             

 

 Putting food and water first by protecting farmland and water regions 

 Closing legislative loopholes that allow for continued environmental destruction  
 

Investment in quality social assistance programs 
             

 

 Implementation of a Social Innovation Foundation that will provide grants, 
loans, and mentorship to young entrepreneurs exploring solutions to societal  
problems   

 Guaranteed annual income and  increased jobs in small businesses could 
potentially reduce the current volume of people on social assistance  

 

Agricultural benefits and subsidies 
    

 

 While the efforts to reduce payroll taxes on small businesses is noteworthy for its 
potential positive impact for farmers, the Green Party appears to have no  
proposed policies that would financially benefit farmers  

 

Promotion of healthy living and lifestyles 
   

 

 Green platform contains zero mention about ways in which the party would 
advocate for healthy living and lifestyles.  

 
 
 
 
 



THE RESULTS 

   
 

 
Provincial Platforms Links & Food Security Resources 
   
 

Liberal Party 
Progressive Conservatives 
New Democrats Party 
Green Party  
Hunger Count 2013 (Food Banks Canada) 
Hunger Report 2013 (Ontario Association of Food Banks)  
 
Report prepared by the Ryerson Students’ Union Community Food Room 
This report is no way intended to be an endorsement of any of the provincial candidates or their 
associated parties. This report is merely an analysis of food security and does not explore other crucial 
elements necessary for making an informed decision for voting.  

http://ontarioliberalplan.ca/
http://ontariopc.com/millionjobsplan/
http://ourplan.ontariondp.ca/?source=homepage
http://www.gpo.ca/platform
http://www.foodbankscanada.ca/FoodBanks/MediaLibrary/HungerCount/HungerCount2013.pdf
http://www.oafb.ca/tiny_mce/plugins/filemanager/pics_cms/94/294/Hunger_Report_-_Final_2013.pdf

